FALMOUTH  URBAN  SANITARY 


AUTHORITY. 


MV 


ANNUAL,  REPORT, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
second  annual  report : — 

YITRL  STHTISTieS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  for  the 
year  1909  is  : — 

Males  129 

Females 112 

Total  241 

This  gives  an  annual  birth-rate  of  20'44 
per  1,000. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  for  the  past  five  years 
for  the  Borough : 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

19-17  22-56  18*91  22’39  20’44 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  for  the  County. 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

22*0  21-65  21-45  22*44  21*28 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the 
year  1909  is  : — 

Males  88 

Females  94 

Total  182 

This  give  the  crude  death  rate  for  the  year 
of  15*43  per  1,000.  Included  in  the  total  deaths 
are  seven  deaths  on  the  high  seas  ; therefore 
the  corrected  actual  death  rate  for  the  year  is 

14-84. 

Death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  for 
the  Borough  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

16*45  16-96  15-27  15*09  14*84 


Deaths  for  the  county  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

15-19  14-48  15-08  14*75  14*75 

Number  of  deaths  amongst  visitors.  6 

Deaths  on  the  high  seas  7 

Deaths  in  Sailors’  Home  1 

Deaths  of  non-residents  in  hospital  2 
Deaths  of  non-residents  in  street ...  1 

Total  17 

This  reduces  the  deaths  among  the  actual 
inhabitants  from  182  to  165  thus  giving  a death 
rate  of  13*91  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  was  21  as  compared  with  23  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 

This  gives  a rate  of  87*13  per  1,000  births. 

Bate  for  the  past  five  years  for  the 
Borough  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

163-71  127-82  86*20  87*12  87*13 

Table  for  the  County  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908. 

117-87  99-04  97*90  101*87 

There  were  78  deaths  over  65  years  of  age. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  *42  per  1,000 
and  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

Measles  1 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Summer  Diarrhoea  ...  3 


Total 


5 


Tlie  zymotic  death  rate  for  the  past  five 
years : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

•76  riO  1*01  1-01  *42 


Under  the  Local  (Government  Board  Regula- 
tion of  1908  in  regard  to  pauper  patients  two 
cases  were  notified,  one  of  whom  died  and  the 
other  made  a good  recovery  at  the  open  air 
shelter  at  the  Union  Infirmary. 


Natural  Increase. 

Total  Births 241 

Total  Deaths  after  deducting  7 
deaths  on  high  seas  175 

Natural  increase  66 

Table  for  the  past  five  years  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907.  1908.  1909. 

32  66  43  92  66 


Infectious  Diseases. 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  past  year  establishes  a record  in  the 
Borough  for  immunity  from  Notifiable  Disease, 
only  10  cases  having  been  reported  viz.  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas ... 
Diphtheria... 
Enteric  Fever 

Total 


Compare  the  previous  four  years  : — 
1905.  1906.  1907.  1908. 

25  100  47  19 


Three  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  and  a case 
of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  all  recovered. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  a very  mild 
one  and  was  traced  to  a child  blowing  soap 
bubbles  with  a foul  pipe  picked  up  from  a 
dustbin . 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  among 
the  troops  at  the  Castle.  I have  no  hesitation 
in  attributing  this  remarkable  immunity  from 
Infectious  Disease  to  the  prompt  removal  of 
the  above  cases  to  the  Hospital. 


Phthisis. 

There  were  13  deaths  from  Phthisis  during 
during  the  year,  a decrease  of  2 from  the  pre- 
vious year,  giving  a death  rate  of  1’10  per 
1,000. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  hospital  was  kept  in  good  order  for  the 
year  and  was  occupied  by  four  patients. — 
Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of 
Diphtheria. 


Collection  of  House  Refuse  and 
Scavenging  of  Streets. 

The  collection  and  destruction  of  house 
refuse  has  proceeded  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
Few  actual  complaints  have  been  received  from 
the  inhabitants,  and  every  one  received  has 
had  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  In  many  cases  they  were  of  a very 
trivial  character.  In  my  last  report  I called 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fact 
that  a great  improvement  to  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  town  would  be  effected  by 
the  general  use  of  covered  ashbins.  Many 
landlords  have  complied  with  the  request  but 
there  are  many  who  have  not  yet  acceded 
and  I sincerely  trust  that  in  a short  time  the 
use  of  the  sanitary  bin  will  become  universal. 
Such  a procedure  would  be  an  immense  aid 
to  the  Authority  in  the  discharge  of  their 
work,  as  well  as  a benefit  to  the  health  of  the 
town.  Negotiations  are  at  present  proceeding 
for  the  increase  of  the  staff  for  the  collection 
of  the  refuse  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of 
the  town,  and  I trust  that  by  another  few 
weeks  there  will  be  a great  improvement  in 
the  time  and  efficiency  of  the  collection.  The 
scavenging  department  has  been  entirely  re- 
organised and  largely  increased,  with  the 
result  that  a great  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  streets 
during  the  past  year.  There  is  still  room  for 
improvement,  however,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  increase  of  staff  and,  therefore, 
expenditure. 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  early  in 
May  by  a shortage  in  the  water  supply  for 
sanitary  purposes,  the  Water  Company  for- 
bidding the  use  of  water  for  the  streets  and 


flushing  of  drains  owing  to  shortage  of  supply 
in  the  storage  pools.  This  was  overcome  to  a 
certain  extent  by  erecting  a hand  pump  and 
using  sea  water,  but  as  this  entailed  a great 
deal  of  extra  labour  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
same  contingency  will  not  arise  again. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  19  bakehouses,  and  all  have  been 
regularly  visited  and  supervised.  They  are  all 
in  excellent  order  and  kept  very  cleanly. 

Sowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

The  number  of  cowsheds  in  the  area  is 
being  gradually  reduced,  the  number  now  being 
only  8,  as  compared  with  12  last  year.  This 
is  accounted  for  by  the  pasture  land  being 
gradually  absorbed  for  building  purposes. 
They  have  been  systematically  visited  and  the 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation 
is  very  good.  The  milk  shops  in  the  town  have 
also  been  supervised,  but  many  of  them  are 
not  up  to  the  standard.  There  are  several 
shops  where  a variety  of  goods  are  sold  and 
the  milk  is  stored  in  open  receptacles  in  close 
proximity  to  other  articles,  and  therefore  open 
to  contamination.  Unfortunately,  according  to 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  little  can  be  done 
to  remedy  this  grave  defect.  In  fact  the  whole 
state  of  the  law  regulating  our  milk  supply  is 
in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition  at  the 
present  time  and  until  sanitary  authorities  are 
granted  fuller  powers  to  deal  with  it,  our 
markets  will  be  flooded  with  impure  milk, 
much  to  the  detriment  of  national  health — 
especially  among  children  whose  staple  diet  is 
really  milk. 

Housing. 

Fifty  new  houses  have  been  built  and  passed 
during  the  past  year.  This  constitutes  a 
record  for  the  Borough  and  clearly  indicates 
that  Falmouth  is  rapidly  gaining  favour  as  a 
residential  quarter  as  well  as  a health  resort. 
None  of  those  built  are  rented  under  £14  per 
annum  and  few  at  that  figure.  In  other  words 
most  of  the  houses  built  were  of  the  residential 


has  been  made  for  providing  more  suitable 
houses  for  working  men,  and  we  are  sadly 
wanting  in  these.  Many  of  the  houses  in  the 
yards  and  alleys  are  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  really  ought  to  be  condemned. 
If  such  a course  were  taken,  however,  the 
occupants  of  these  houses  would  be  quite 
unable  to  find  accommodation  elsewhere,  so 
that  here  again,  as  in  the  case  of  obtaining 
a pure  milk  supply,  very  little  could  be  done 
in  the  way  of  reform.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  when  the  Town  Planning  Act 
comes  into  force  in  July  some  amelioration 
of  existing  conditions  will  be  made. 

General. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  gone  on 
smoothly  and  steadily,  and  though  no  great 
sanitary  reform  has  taken  place,  a great  mass 
of  detail  has  been  accomplished.  The  main 
sewers  have  been  attended  to  and  replaced 
when  found  to  be  defective.  The  alleys 
and  courtyards  were  disinfected  and  kept 
thoroughly  clean,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  and  the  foreshores  have  been  re- 
peatedly cleaned.  The  paving  of  yards  has 
been  proceeded  with  and  the  w.c.  accom- 
modation carefully  watched  throughout  the 
the  town.  Two  new  public  conveniences 
have  been  provided,  one  at  Green  Bank 
and  another  at  the  Castle  Hill  cab  stand, 
and  others  are  in  contemplation.  The 
result  of  this  vigilance  is  clearly  evidenced 
by  the  high  standard  of  public  health  which 
has  been  attained  in  the  Borough.  The  death 
rate  is  decreasing  steadily,  and  so  is  the 
infantile  mortality,  and  notifiable  diseases 
have  reached  the  lowest  mark  in  the  history 
of  the  town. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  tender  my  sincerest 
thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in 
my  work  and  for  the  readiness  with  which  my 
suggestions  have  been  carried  out.  I also  take 
this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  un- 
failing kindness  and  courtesy  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  staff. 


hotel,  or  boarding  house  class.  Little  progress 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALEX  GREGOB,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


(Climatological  Observations  made  at  Falmouth  Observatory.  Mean  Values 

for  the  Year  1909. 

The  following  Tables  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Kitto. 


Means  at  9 a.m. 

Temperatures. 

Absolute 
Maximum  and 
Date. 

Absolute 
Minimum  and 
Date. 

© 

r-H 

i 

o 

rd 

0 

o 

O 

Rain. 

Means. 

Extremes. 

Amount 

in  Inches. 

No. 

of  Rainy 

Days. 

Dry. 

Wet. 

Humi- 

dity. 

Max. 

Min. 

Range. 

Max. 

Min. 

Range. 

80-0 

26-4 

51-4 

48'6 

82 

55-7 

45-2 

10-5 

63-3 

36-1 

27-2 

Aug. 

Feb. 

5-7 

37-61 

194 

9th. 

13th. 

1973-3 


Relative  proportion  of  Wind:— N.,  95  days;  S.,  89  days;  E.,  59  days;  W.,  122  days. 


Sunshine  in 

hours. 


TABLE  I. 


FALMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Yital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 

Middle  of 

each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Total  Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions 

in  the  District. 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  Public 

Institutions  in  the  District. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

Number. 

Rates. 

1899 

12,615 

261 

21-3 

53 

203 

227 

18-9 

5 

1900 

12,665 

272 

22-9 

25 

91-9 

195 

15-9 

7 

1901 

11,789 

268 

22-3 

53 

201-5 

195 

15-9 

17 

1902 

11,789 

271 

22-9 

27 

99-6 

186 

15-7 

7 

1903 

11,789 

255 

18-9 

31 

121-5 

160 

12-7 

1904 

11,790 

281 

23*8 

35 

124-5 

179 

15-1 

1905 

11,800 

226 

189 

37 

163-7 

194 

16-4 

1906 

11,800 

266 

22-5 

34 

127-8 

200 

169 

1907 

11,800 

223 

18-8 

20 

86-9 

180 

15-2 

1908 

11,789 

264 

223 

23 

87-1 

178 

15-09 

11 

1909 

11,789 

241 

20-44 

21 

87-13 

182 

15-43 

7 

3 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  857  acres. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  11,789 ; Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,460, 

at  Census  of  1901. 


Deaths  of  Residents  regis- 

tered in  Public  Institutions 
beyond  the  District. 


TABLE  III. 


FALMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT- 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 


Small  Pox 


Cholera 


Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup) 


Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  fever... 
Enteric  fever... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 


Puerperal  fever 


Plague 


Totals 


• « • • • • 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


At  all 
Ages. 


At  Ages— Years. 


10 


Under 

1 


1 to  5 


5 to  15 


15  to  25 


25  to  65 


I 


65  and 
upwards 


1 

6 

1 

2 

'nH 

1 

Isolation  Hospital— -Name  and  Situation  : — Falmouth  Isolation  Hospital,  Kergilliace. 
Total  available  beds,  6.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2. 


Total  cases  removed 
to  Hospital. 


TABLE  IV. 


FALRfflOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 


Deaths 

AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  “RESIDENTS  ” WHETHER 

fl)  CO  CO  H 

Occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

^ <3  S'U  -2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 

15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

- Jh  CO  CO  | — 1 ± 

+->  a?  <x>  P p? 

$12303  °.2R 

S.Q 
'j  o ® P 

p 

- 

O H L H #rH 

Hp  O.H 

Small-pox 

Measles 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • . 

. . • 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

. - . 

e • • 

• • . 

. . • 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  (including 

1 

1 

... 

Membranous  Croup) 

. . . 

... 

... 

Croup  ... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

L Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric 

• • . 

. . . 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • . 

• . . 

( Other  continued  ... 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

4 4 0 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

2 

• . • 

1 

1 

4 0 4 

Cholera 

• • • 

• • • 

i 

• • • 

• 00 

Plague... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

• • • 

• 0 0 

Enteritis 

. , . 

. . . 

• >*  * 

• • • 

Gastritis 

* » • 

• • . 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

4 0- 

... 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

Tuberculosis) 

13 

• • . 

1 

4 

5 

3 

. . . 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• a • 

• • • 

• • • 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

19 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

6 

• • • 

Bronchitis 

21 

3 

1 

... 

6 

11 

• • • 

Pneumonia 

9 

2 

2 

1 

• • • 

i 

JL 

3 

0 0 4 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

4 0 0 

Organs 

2 

... 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

1 

• 0 y 

Alcoholism  ) 

2 

1 

! 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

• • 

l 

• • • 

Venereal  diseases 

, , , 

... 

• . . 

• • • 

0 0 0 

* • * 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

7 

7 

• - • 

... 

4 0 4 

• 04 

parturition 

A 

1 

1 

11 

•04 

Heart  diseases 

21 

2 

• • • 

8 

1 

Accidents 

8 

2 

2 

4 

• • • 

3 

Suicides 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

.. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

15 

... 

3 

12 

1 

Senectus 

22 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

22 

0 4 4 

All  other  causes 

26 

3 

3 

1 

12 

7 

2 

All  causes  ... 

180 

21 

11 

4 

9 

57 

78 

7 

table  V. 


FALMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

— 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

j Total  Deaths 

! under  1 Year. 

All  j Certified  

Causes.  ( Uncertified 

... 

... 

... 

:::| 

... 

• • • 

... 

••T 

• * • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  j 

... 

... 

... 

i.  Common  Infectious  Diseases. 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  (including  Mem-  ( 

branous  Croup)  ' 
Whooping  Coungh  

ii.  Diaeehceal  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  ) 

Gastro-enteritis  j 
Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  ] 

Catarrh  j 

iii.  Wasting  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  ) 

Starvation  j 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus... 

iv.  Tubeeculous  Diseases. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis : ) 

Tabes  Mesenterica  J 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

v.  Othee  Causes. 

Erysipelas... 

Syphilis  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Pickets  ...  

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis ...  

Laryngitis...  

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  Causes 

7 

1 

... 

ti  • • 

• • • 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

t 

1 

1 

; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

... 

• * * 

1 

X 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

I 

1 1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

21 

-p. , , -fjfcf  | legitimate,  231 

nths  in  ilie  year  -|  illegitimate,  10 


Deaths  in  the  year  of  j W.1?^  infants>  18 

J ( illegitimate  infants,  3 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  182. 


